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Welcome |

..To the first issue of Just between Us, the newsletter of the Bethany Family
Institute. We hope you enjoy the latest piece in the Bethany 'jigsaw’. It's
part of our commitment to connecting all those of you who work in support of
marriage and family life across Ireland and the UK, whether this be in the
community of your own home or in the parish or diocese. Inside we have
articles from a range of people committed to the same ideals: parents,
writers, theologians, diocesan and parish workers. Please pass the word
around that we exist. Share this magazine with others who may find it useful.
We really need your support. Family life needs your support.

Why the name Bethany ?

Back in the time of Jesus, Bethany was a small town just outside Jerusalem.
Sometime during his travels, Jesus met a family who lived there. As far as the
Bible described them, the family included two sisters and their brother:
Mary, Martha and Lazarus. There may have been more in the family. We don't
know. Jesus seemed to visit them often. He stayed with them when he was
near Jerusalem. With their family he experienced comfort and safety. He
was kind to them and they were the same to him. He truly loved them. He
experienced their hospitality and their troubles. Sometimes Mary and Martha
didn't get along. Supportive words of Jesus helped them. We most remember
this family at the time Lazarus had died. We know what Jesus did for them.
He gave them life as individuals and as a family. Bethany for us is a symbolic
place of affirmation, support and healing. We’d like our institute to do this
for families who come our way.

We want to hear from you...

Please let us know what you like in this issue and what else you need to see. We
should have more space next time for resources and experience. We'd like to
create a Readers Forum where we can ask questions, share concerns and find help.
We also want to recognise what's good out there, what actually works whether in
family life, spirituality or ministry. Found anything useful ? Don't keep it to your-
self - let us know, whether it be a good book, resource, programme, organisation,
speaker, website, article, letter in the newspaper, event - anything! We can pass
it on... and give recognition where it's due.
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If you haven't done
so already, post
your subseription
form to us now !

Find it on the back

page..

Visit us at: www.bethanyfamilyinstitute.com
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Diary dates.....

Feb 24-25th  Diocesan Marriage & Family Life Co-ordinators Meeting. Hinsley Hall, Leeds. Speaker: Michael
Quinn {Social work v Family Ministry).

Feb 26-27th  Developing Parish Seminar : The Changing Face of Family. All Hallows College, Dublin
Speakers: Paul O'Donoghue (Contemparary Family Life: Healthy and Unhealthy Families), Fr
Michael McGinnity (What is Family Ministry: Family Life Vision, Parish & Family, Parish of the
Future ? Contact: Margaret Barry, All Hallows College, 6race Park Road, Drumeondra Dublin 9
Tel: #353 1837 3745. Fax: #353 1 857 1135 Email: purcell_house@alihallows.ie

May 12th ASDC Conference 2001: Catholics & Divorce in the 21st Century. Newman College, Birmingham.
Speakers: Fr Tim Buckley and Dr Jack Dominian. Contact Frank Hacklett 020 8422 1591

Marriage & Family Life:
Enduring Truths, Changing Realities

A symposium on the occasion of the
20th anniversary of Pope John Paul IT's On the Family (Familiaris Consortio)

August 15 - 18 2001
Hyatt Regency Crystal City, Arlington, Virginia

Presentations & workshops:
Barbara Dafoe Whitehead. PhD. Major Social Trends & Cultural Questions
Michae! 6. Lawler, PhD A Theology for Marriages and Families Today
Joseph Atkinson PhD What is Family Community ?
Elizabeth Fox Genovese, PhD Men & Women: Unity & Differences in Relationship
Scott Stanley, PhD Commitment: the Key to a Lasting Marriage
David O. Coolidge, JD Defining and Defending Marriage in the Public Square
Cecile Motus, MA Cultures and Generations: New Challenges for Families
John Grabewski, PhD What does Openness to Life Mean ?
Joann Heaney-Hunter, PhD The Family as Church; the Church as Family

plus sessions on:
Family Holiness and Children I Older persens in a Family [ Personal and Pastoral Issues for Infertile Couples 0 Public
Policies in Support of Marriage and Family [l Contraception: the Unasked Questions [ Building Strong Marriages
through Natural Family Planning [} Linking Family and Parish Life: Ideas That Work [ The Evangelising Family

¢ A personal retrospective on the 1980 Synod by Mrs Dolores R. Leckey
¢ A dialogue on hopes & strategies for families & pastoral ministry, facilitated by Dr David M. Thomas

Contact Elizabeth Davies at the Bethany Family Institute for a photocopy of the conference brochure

Full fee: $175 Daily $50 (Fri $75) Hyatt room rates $115 per night
www.nccbuscc.org www.nacflm.org
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Family: The Prophetic Vision of John Paul |l by David M. Thomas, Bethany F..

This year is the twentieth anniversary of the most detailed, most chaillenging
church document ever written on Christian family life. it contains many pro-
found even prophetic insights. | am saddened by the fact that this docu-
ment is not known very well even within the Catholic Church.

On December 15, 1981, the Vatican released Famiiaris Consorfio dealing with
the role of the Christian family in the modern world. in that sense it echoes the
great document from Vatican Il, The Church in the Modern World {Gaudium
et Spes). Formally called an apostolic exhortation, it contained Pope John
Paul Il's personal response to the five weeks of official church conversations
held at the Vatican the previous vedar.

This gathering, officially called o Synod, involved more than 200 bishops from
around the world. Two were from England, Cardinal Hume and Archbishop Help them to find God in
Derek Warlock. Also invited to the meeting were a smail group of Catholic the ordinary....
couples from around the world who were officially called audifores [listeners).

Mother Teresa of Calcutia was also invited and attended the sessions.

My own rofe at this Synod was that of a peritus {theological consultant] to the Unites States Bishops'
delegation. | had the distinct privilege of assisting the bishops in formulating their oral presentations
delivered in the presence of the Pope, and in writing writien interventions, which ware parts of the
Synod process. | was the first layman ever invited to serve in this role.

The need for promoting a deeply spiritual, fully Christian understanding of family life cannot be de-
nied. Twenty years ago, the families throughout the world were experiencing great difficulties. Today
we observe a continuing disintegration of the family,

Scholars argue whether this severing of family ties comes more because of changing social and eco-
nomic redlities in the world or if there is simply a diminishment of valuing family relationships coming
from within the family itself. It is probably both, And this further underscores the importance of the
famity having compelling reasons fo continually work on family relationships. Otherwise families will
simply succumb to those forces outside bent on undermining their survival.

So what can the Catholic Church do o assist families? Give to them vision. Offer them reasons for
attending to each other in g consistent and loving way. Show to them how important family life is in
their church life. Help them fo find God in the ordinary and often messy life of the family. Help them
see more clecrly the presence of God's love in those with whom they share life.

in this two-part ariicle | want to bring forth important implications of the ideas and ideals presented in
Farniiiaris Consorfio. The approach of the decument is pastoral and begs to be connected with and
applied to the particular circumstances of today's families. Comforted by the affirmation of their
sacred dignity, families are also chalienged to be active in constructing a Christian family life that
responds fo the Spirit of God present in the midst of that life. Assisting them is the first ever porirayal of
how the family itself is an exceedingly important part of the church, and that the vitality of the family
as the smallest unit or cell of the church, contributes directly to the vitality of the whole. Understanding
this expanded ecclesiology, this more nuanced theology of the Church, contributes fo the creation of
a young vet vibrant theological and spiritual vision of family life that few Catholics seem aware of.

1 The document itself has four parts. | will discuss the first two parts in this writing and the second two in
. the next edition of Just between Us.

Part one invites families to live with open-eyed sensitivity 1o the actudlities of their family experience. 1t
is only within this very rea/world that they will find God's lurking behind every genuine family moment.
A family spirituality must be rooted in the concretfe, not in some idedlized notion of family.
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Today's culture is a mix of good and evil, light and darkness, truth and iliusion, love and fear. The pope
encourages the embracing of what's positive in contemporary life, while rejecting evil, especially in its
many expression of dehumanization ond desiruction of life.

Among the greatest of the posifive frends is how we are coming to a greater and greater awareness
of each person's radical equdlity in the mind and heart of God. And since this equality exists in God,
so oo must it be offirmed here on earth. In famillies, this principle of equdlity brecks the back of dll
notions of hierarchy beiween women and men, children and parents, the elderly and the young, or
any other divisions between people that reduce their stature as full persons created and loved by
God.

We are reminded of the pope’s passionate insistence concerning the dignity of the human person
and based on this, the capacity of the human person 1o form loving heatthy relationships with others,
Certainly a primary setfing where this comes info being is within the family. For the pope, the family is
the fundamental human community of survival and iove.

Further, in @ community where equdlity and full personhood is achieved, there follows the possibility of
an explosion of grace and divine infervention. Where genuine love prevdails, there God can be found.

This moves the pope to reaffirm a special capacity of the laity to discern the presence and activity of
God's Spirit in the midst of their worldly experience of family. This is o proper charism of family people.
it Is both their right and duty based on the giffs they have been given to make known, first 1o them-
selves, and then 1o the rest of the church, the greainess of God's active presence within their ordinary
family experience. Through the dark glass of messy and even murky family moments, with God's
grace, family members can come to see God. The Christian family is a graced community whose
esteemed role and purpose is described in part two of Fornflioris Consortio, "The Pian of God for
Marrioge and Family Life.”

To put it succinctly, family is infended by God to be a community of persons, bound together for iife,
loving each other into life. We are created through love, God's love and the love within marriage.
And we are created 1o love. That is our destiny in the plan of God.

Love of this kind is like a flowing river. Or fo think more broadly, love is like that flow of energy that
emanated from God 's initial act of creating the Universe. Love flows from God directly through the
person of Jesus Christ who has given his ali for us. His act of loving redemption sets the pattemn for life
here on earth.

A primary embodiment of that love occurs in Christian marriage as the pattern of self-giving love is
made redl by the couple's free and complete cooperation with God's intent for them. Their love flows
info creating with God the iife of a new person. This infimate community of love and life, the Christian
family, are then drawn into the cenire of the life of the church, which is called by the pope God’s
“great family.”

Clearly, the vision of the pope is quite idedalistic and demanding. He has set the bar high because his
view of human dignity and the importance of love between us is something very exalted. In a world
that is filled with cynicism and even despair about the possibility of deep and abiding love, the pope
preaches possibility. Is this unreglistic® Foolhardy?

Only if one thinks that we can only achieve goals by ourselves. But thot's not his vision. We stand in
God's love and we are supported by that love with every breath we take. With humans, this fask may
seam impossible, But with God, as we have heard over and over again, all things are possible. This
applies especially when we know that Christian family life is at the center of God's loving plan for our
personat finality ond happiness. We were created by love and for love.

in the next issue of Jusf befween Us” we will discuss the wonderful details of how God's plan is to be
redlized in our fraill, frazzled and foith-filled families.
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